Plasma prostaglandins in hypercalcemic patients with neoplastic disease.
Peripheral plasma prostaglandin E (PGE) determinations were performed on a series of 79 patients with solid tumor neoplasms and correlated with their serum calcium levels. Fourteen patients were hypercalcemic and 11 of these had significant elevations in circulating plasma PGE. Ten of the hypercalcemic group had extensive metastases to bone. These findings support the recently developed hypothesis that prostaglandins are causally related to the genesis of hypercalcemia in malignancy.